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.LD RUD :K-QDX

W KDV EHHQ DQRWKHU DFWLRQ ¢
ILOOHG ZLWK HQHUJ\ JURZWK
RXWGRRU H[SHULHQFHV , ZDQW I
\RX WR RXU SDUHQW FRPPXQL\
VXSSRUW GXULQJ WKH UHFHQW ¢
FDPSV

4XLWH VLPSO\ ZH FDQQRW UXQ \
'KHWKHU \RX ZHUH WUDQVSRUWID
H[WUD VHW RI KDQGV \RXU FR
VWXGHQWY VWD\HG VDIH DQG KD
DOVR ZDQW WR SHUVRQDOO\ DII|
VWDII 7KH VKHHU DPRXQW RI H
KRXUV GHGLFDWLRQ WKDW JRHVJ
WKHVH WULSV LV LPPHQVH DOC
UHFHLYH WKH EHVW SRVVLEOH H]

,QFUHGLEOH 1HZV $ %RRVW
‘H DUH DEVROXWHO\ RYHUZKHOP
RXU 3DUHQW 6XSSRUW *URXS |
SKHQRPHQDO GRQDWLRQ RI
SOD\JURXQG HTXLSPHQW 7KLV L'
VSHDNV WR WKH VWUHQJWK RI F
ORRN IRUZDUG WR RSHQLQJ LWOQ
WR FRQWULEXWH WR RU EH D SDa
LQ WRXFK

&XOWXUDO 1DUUDWLYH +RXVH
2YHU WKH ODVW PRQWK , KDY
PHHWLQJ ZLWK UHSUHVHQWDWLY
KDYH EHHQ ZRUNLQJ WRJHWK
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH VLJQ
PDXQJD PRXQWDLQV

7KURXJK WKLV SDUWQHUVKLS Z
IRUPLQJ QHZ :K-QDX 7HDP QDPF
+RXVH *URXSV WKDW UHIOHFW V
RI RXU DUHD 7KLV LV D VLJQLIL
MRXUQH\ DQG ZH KDYH VRF
DQQRXQFHPHQWY FRPLQJ VRRQ L
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3URSHUW\ )DFLOLWLHV 8SGDWH

'H KDYH EHHQ EXV\ EHKLQG WKH VFHQHV HQVXULQJ RXU VF
H[FLWLQJ SODFHV IRU RXU VWXGHQWY WR SOD\ DQG OHDUQ
BHQLRU 30D\JURXQG 8SJUDGHYV

'RUN LV SURJUHVVLQJ ZHOO RQ WKH VHQLRU SOD\JURXQG :H
$ $ EUDQG QHZ FOLPELQJ ZDOO

+ $Q LQWHJUDWHG FOLPELQJ IUDPH

+ &XVWRP GHFNLQJ

‘H DUH WKULOOHG WR SDUWLDOO\ UHRSHQ WKH SOD\JURXQG
'H ZRXOG OLNH WR DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW WKLV SURMHFW KDV
LQ WKH OLGGOH (DVW KDYH VLJQLILFDQWO\ LPSDFWHG JORE
IURP $VLD :H DSSUHFLDWH \RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DV ZH ZRU

/I[LEUDU\ '"HFNLQJ 5HSODFHPHQW

, ] \RX KDYH ZDONHG SDVW WKH OLEUDU\ UHFHQWO\ \RXpOO (
ZRUN ZDV FDUULHG RXW RYHU WKH ODVW KROLGD\V WR DC(
HOLPLQDWHG SUHYLRXV VOLSSLQJ ULVNV SURYLGLQJ D PX
IDQWDVWLF DQG KDV UHDOO\ OLIWHG WKH HQWUDQFH WR RX
WKH WRQH IRU HYHU\WKLQJ ZH GR LQ RXU VFKRRO OLIWLQ
ZKHUH VWXGHQWY DQG VWDII IHHO YDOXHG PRWLYDWHG DC(
WKLV LV QRW MXVW DERXW ORRNLQJ DWWUDFWLYH EXW D
EHORQJLQJ WKDW SRVLWLYHO\ LQIOXHQFHV EHKDYLRXU DQC
GHYHORS RXU HQYLURQPHQW VR WKDW RXU WDPDULNL KDYH

1J- PLKL QXL
7RP &ODUNVRQ
3ULQFLSDO

Join us for an insightful evening as we break down the
latest national changes to our assessment and reporting
standards and explore how we can work together to
strengthen our learning partnerships.
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7KH 0DWDUDX :HNDV NLFNHG RIlI VKM SyRJUDP WKLV \HDU FRDFKLQJ
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV WR 6DVKD .QI0BW np ' hoG <HDU (PHUDOG WHDF

WKH GDA %\ VKDULQJ KHU RZQ SOD\LQJ ¥
LQVSLULQJ RXU VWXGHQWYV WR
ZRUN WRJHWKHU DV D SRZHUK
WKH WXUI VKH KDV EHHQ UXQ
VHVVLRQV IRU RXU 6HQLRUV W
IRUFH WR EH UHFNRQHG ZLWK W
OHOLVVD ZH DUH YHU\ DSSUHF
DQG H[SHUWLVH :H DUH OXFN\ \
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7KH VHDVRQ LV RIILFLDOO\ XQGHR@DW KHJDIGLMA 6X0q

KROLGD\V IRU <HDUV ° ZDV D IWQWDX \V8UR GH V SO Bl) H
WHDPV LQWR WKH FRPSHWLWLRQ DG WVUKIF D\WPR H
LQFUHGLEOH VXSSRUW IURP RXU IDPLOLHV -

2XU WHDPV KLW WKH JURXQG UXQD X@X HIHW K MG UERIWAKL € B UM O
DQG WHDPV DQG RXU WRS <HDU R\CHADPK Z REGH \ IR G |
VFRUHERDUGY HYHU\ VWXGHQW UHSUKVHQWHGULO RR
VSRUWVPDQVKLS +XJH WKDQNV WRHWX H KR [PKGHY 8 qw

VXFK D VXFFHVV :H FDQ W ZDLW WIRHVWHDZKRIDWKWR & 5 \LENAN,
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"HHN J)LUVW JDPH GRQH DQG GXQWHBLH\H VKB YD ORRMWERIO O W IN
SRVVXPV LQ WKH KHDGOLJKWV WKMNKXKRHWLD Q&W ORWR GRH KOG IR UXC
JRW D IHHO IRU WKH JDPH $ FERERYO®GIK RD @& FOINDHMDWHVZADWY RXU SOD\I

"HHN $Q DZHVRPH JDPH WKLV ZHHNO @W\OJR W I WWKH NI L&V 7KH\ D UM
KDQJ RI LW ZLWK D IHZ RI RXUWDWNB W EDHDA NQ & W KHRPDOD:H VE
ZHHN DQG RXU SOD\HU RI WKH GD\ ZzDV +DUSHU
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‘RQ EDVNHWV WR &RQWLQXLQUPWRFHUI
7JHUP  WKH ODJLFV KDYH VWD UW H®R QNWRID
H[FHSWLRQDO VNLOO DQG WHDPZR SN DRB
LPSUHVVLYH SDVVLQJ DQG VKRRWLGSQ®DDH . |
FRQWULEXWLQJ WR WKH VFRUHGIVQHAH 7 K HLTU | QW LB ) WHEF L
FRPPHQGDEOH HIIHFWLYHO\ NHHSEQY WKHEURERS
SOD\HUVH HQWKXVLDVP DQG GHWHXJPPLRQ)D\ANN\RIQ—IZHUH HY
PDWFK HDUQLQJ WKHP ZHOO GHVHUYHD® GUbisVH IURP WKH
VXSSRUWHUV .HHS XS WKH H[FHOOHQW ZRUN ODJLF V.

30HDVH WDNH D PRPHQW HDFK ZHHN WR FDSWXUH VRPH SKRWR\W DFRRE H
WRIJHWKHU DQG FKHHU RQ RXU WHDPV LQ WKH VFKRRO QHZVGRHWWHU V
HIFLWHPHQW RI VXSSRUWLQJ RXU IDYRXULWH WHDPV
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	Property & Facilities Update We have been busy behind the scenes ensuring our school grounds remain safe, functional, and exciting places for our students to play and learn. Here is the latest on our current projects: Senior Playground Upgrades Work is progressing well on the senior playground. We are currently adding: • A brand-new climbing wall • An integrated climbing frame • Custom decking We are thrilled to partially reopen the playground next week, with full completion expected in June. We would like to acknowledge that this project has faced some unavoidable delays; ongoing conflicts in the Middle East have significantly impacted global shipping routes and the delivery of materials from Asia. We appreciate your understanding as we work through these external challenges.
	Library Decking Replacement If you have walked past the library recently, you’ll notice the deck has been completely replaced. This work was carried out over the last holidays to address safety concerns. The new surface has eliminated previous slipping risks, providing a much safer thoroughfare for our tamariki. It looks fantastic and has really lifted the entrance to our library. A well-cared-for, beautiful environment sets the tone for everything we do in our school, lifting pride, inspiring learning, and creating a space where students and staff feel valued, motivated, and ready to thrive, and it is a timely reminder that this is not just about looking attractive, but about fostering respect, wellbeing, and a sense of belonging that positively influences behaviour and learning across the school; we will continue to develop our environment so that our tamariki have the best school in town.
	Ngā mihi nui, Tom Clarkson Principal
	Camp Marsden

	YEAR 3 AND 4
	Our Year 3 and 4 Marsden Bay camp was a resounding success!  The photos say it all—from the high-flying thrills of the flying fox to the hilarious chaos of the bumper balls and the splash of the waterslide.
	It was heartening to see so many of our tamariki demonstrating true resilience as they pushed past their comfort zones, returning with newfound confidence and massive smiles.
	A huge thanks to all the parents who helped make this camp possible!

	SPORTS
	NEWS
	NETBALL MANIA
	COACH OF THE WEEK
	Melissa is a driving force behind our hockey program this year, coaching both the Year 7&8 Tao and Year 5&6 Emerald teams.  By sharing her own playing experience, she is inspiring our students to sharpen their skills and work together as a powerhouse unit. Beyond the turf, she has been running weekly fitness sessions for our Seniors to ensure they are a force to be reckoned with this season! Melissa, we are very appreciative of your time and expertise. We are lucky to have you!
	HOCKEY NEWS
	The season is officially underway! Grading day, held on the final Sunday of the holidays for Years 5–8, was a fantastic display of Matarau pride. We entered five teams into the competition, and the atmosphere was electric thanks to the incredible support from our families. Our teams hit the ground running, with three sides going undefeated: both Year 7 and 8 teams and our top Year 5/6 team won every single match! Beyond the scoreboards, every student represented Matarau School with integrity and sportsmanship. Huge thanks to the coaches and supporters who made the day such a success. We can't wait to see what the rest of the season holds!

	HOOP DREAMS: LATEST BASKETBALL BUZZ!
	MATARAU MINIS
	Week 1: First game done and dusted, we have lots of newbies to basketball this year, so it was a bit like possums in the headlights. Chaotic but lots of fun for them, and everyone had a run around on the court and got a feel for the game. A couple of buckets were scored, and Marley was our player of the day.
	Week 2: An awesome game this week, all of the kids really got stuck in. They are already starting to get the hang of it with a few of our basketball kids from last year leading the way. We scored a few buckets this week, and our player of the day was Harper.

	YEAR 5 AND 6: MAGICS
	Won 20 baskets to 4! Continuing their impressive performance from Term 1, the Magics have started Term 2 with a bang, demonstrating exceptional skill and teamwork on the court. They displayed impressive passing and shooting abilities, with each player contributing to the scoreline. Their defensive strategies were equally commendable, effectively keeping their opponents at bay. The players’ enthusiasm and determination were evident throughout the match, earning them well-deserved praise from their coach and supporters. Keep up the excellent work, Magics!




	Camp Lonsdale

	YEAR 5 AND 6
	In Week Two, our Year 5 and 6 students headed to Lonsdale for an unforgettable four-day camp. We were lucky with brilliant weather as the students challenged themselves on the confidence course, caught waves while surfing, and navigated the Burma Trail. Evenings were spent around the fire pits, sharing spooky stories before retreating to tents and cabins. The kids were absolute stars, demonstrating great spirit throughout the week. A huge thank you to our fantastic parent volunteers for their incredible support!

	LEST WE FORGET
	MATARAU SCHOOL
	MAY, 2026, ISSUE 5
	THE POPPY
	The red poppy is a symbol of remembrance of those who died or suffered in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations. Canadian Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae first described the red poppy, the Flanders' poppy, as the flower of remembrance.
	In room 5, we looked at Georgia O'Keeffe an American artist who is famous for her beautiful poppy painting. We decided to use this as our influence for this piece. 💕
	Year Two students from Rooms 4 and 5 created paper mosaic poppies, focusing on the ANZAC symbol of remembrance and peace. This project connected them with history and fostered a sense of community and respect.
	ANZAC HAIKUS

	Poppies represent, Some unable to make it, Honoured by silence
	Tate Slatter
	Poppies pinned on shirts Honourable in all ways Each one paid the price
	Keegan Martin
	The silent morning Soldiers stormed the battlefield The red poppy blooms
	Josh Clarkson
	Flag flying half-mast. Where soldiers fell, poppies grow. Stood in early dawn.
	Jamie-lee Cawood
	FICTIONAL SNIPPETS: STUDENTS CHANGED A FACT FROM THEIR JOURNAL STORY TO A FICTIONAL EXCERPT
	The soldiers rested heavily against the firm wall, torturous hours of walking taking a toll on their movement. As they rested, foreign memories eroded to the surface, giving a sense of longing & comfort. Though those only lasted momentarily as the cruel world brought them back to the harsh reality, they still had to survive. Aubree Horsford 
	Martin sat at the edge of the duck pond, listening to the ducks quacking into the crisp morning air, whilst gazing into the murky waters below. The shape and size of the pond stood as clear evidence that it had been created by a shell, 87 years before, although the only memories he had of it were fond ones. Remainders of the war were often grim; Martin was lucky that this one brought happiness to the farm.  Taylor Masefield
	Ron lay pinned in the trench, his fellow troops lay dead. Grabbing his last two stale crackers, and forcing them down, he dreamed about the tasty food he once had. He whispered a prayer, grabbed his rifle with his shivering, blood-riddled hands, and pushed his rattled body up, ready to fight. Tommy Sprague
	Bailey Harper
	Theo Goodin
	Estelle Masefield
	Finn Campbell
	Lily Donaldson
	Heath Thompson

	BULLSFOR

	SCHOOLS
	STAFF SPOTLIGHT
	I was born and raised in Sarnia,  Ontario, Canada, where my family  still lives. After graduating uni, I  travelled to Sydney to obtain my  teaching degree . My first teaching  job was at Purua School and after  a couple of years there, I was  hired at Matarau School. I taught in the junior and middle school, and Reading Recovery. I then took a long hiatus as a full-time parent. My kids are Owen, 20 (qualified builder) and Emma, 17 (Lincoln uni student). Over the years, I was the dance/netball/hockey / BMX mum, the rugby manager, the PTA secretary and all the things! Since coming back to Matarau, I have enjoyed training and working to deliver Reading Recovery and now BSLA structured literacy to our junior students, and supporting our Ors-funded students as a specialist teacher. This year, I'm back in the classroom on Wednesdays, teaching Room 6/Year 3 - a refreshing addition to my work.
	The "Desert Island" Snack: If you were stranded in your classroom for 24 hours and could only have one specific snack and one playlist, what are we eating and listening to? Pizza and podcasts! - anything from pop culture, finance, true crime, health, you name it!
	What was your favourite subject when you were in school? Reading, spelling, art and social studies
	The Time Travel Choice: If you could guest-teach a class at any point in history (past or future), which era would you visit and what would be the first lesson? If I could go back in time, rather than teaching a class, I would go back to high school and take classes in economics and drama.
	The Hobbyist: "When I’m not teaching, you’ll usually find me... with family and friends catching up over coffee. In summer, we'll be exploring a beachside campground with the caravan, enjoying the sun and sea.
	I am a Whangarei local through and  through—born and raised right here  in the North. My path eventually  took me down to Auckland to  complete my teacher training. While I initially began my teaching career  in Auckland, I eventually returned  to Whangārei to settle down. My history with Matarau School runs deep. Over the years, I’ve had the privilege of teaching across almost every part of the school. It’s been a joy to see the school evolve and to watch so many of our students grow from their first days into confident young locals. On the home front, I’m kept busy by my two teenage boys, Connor and Zac. They both completed their primary years here at Matarau, and they’ve now moved on to the next chapter of their education at WBHS. When I’m not at school, you can usually find me in one of two places: At the hockey turf, cheering from the sidelines, or at the Parua Bay Sailing Club with my boys and husband Mike. Whangārei is a special place to live and work, and I feel incredibly lucky to be part of the fabric of this school and this community.
	The "Desert Island" Snack: If you were stranded in your classroom for 24 hours and could only have one specific snack and one playlist, what are we eating and listening to? Eating sushi and listening to Amy Lee/Evanescence What was your favorite subject when you were in school. Art History. I actually loved it so much, that I took it at University as part of my teacher training. The Time Travel Choice: If you could guest-teach a class at any point in history (past or future), which era are you visiting and what is the first lesson?  I would love to teach in the future so that I could hopefully meet my great grandchildren. It would most likely be a history lesson of some sort.  The Hobbyist: "When I’m not teaching, you’ll usually find me at the.. Hockey Turf watching my two boys play hockey, and Parua Bay Sailing Club or in my garden where I enjoy growing a range of flowers and vegetables.
	Pink Shirt Day – Friday, 15th May!
	Get ready to brighten up the school! We’re holding a Mufti Day on Friday, 15th May, to support the Mental Health Foundation. Dust off your favourite pink gear and bring along a gold coin donation to help us take a stand against bullying and spread a little extra kindness.
	The ‘Strive for Five’ Initiative


	Eat Yummy apples and get a share of $200,000 free sports gear. Collect the ‘Yummy Stickers’ and ‘cut-out labels’ from Yummy 1.5kg apple bags.
	Yummy apples are available at New World, Pak’n Save and participating Four Square stores.
	The more stickers you collect, the more sports gear we get for our school!
	Send all stickers and cut-outs to room 5 (Mrs Easterbrook).
	GUITAR LESSONS WITH VANJE
	A mobile phone collection box is available in the office. See https://remobile.org.nz/ for more details..
	Before you donate your mobile phone: There are four steps which we encourage you to do before you donate your mobile phone.
	If the phone still turns on, disconnect it from any cloud service and complete a factory reset to erase any data from the phone. Remove your sim card from the phone and keep it. Leave the battery in the phone. Switch the phone off. Now your phone is ready to be donated to RE:MOBILE.


