
NEWSLETTER
MATARAU SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

10 OCTOBER, 2025

www matarau.school.nz

As we step into a new term at Matarau School, we are excited to share that it promises to be a
busy and enriching one. From engaging classroom projects to exciting extracurricular
opportunities, there is plenty for our tamariki to look forward to and for our community to be
involved in.

Keeping Our Tamariki Safe Online – Tips for Whānau

Recently, there have been growing concerns about our students’ online activity at home. I have
had many conversations with parents who have discovered issues with their children online,
including late-night device use, students befriending strangers, and the use of apps such as
Discord. These situations highlight the importance of ongoing whānau support and vigilance to
keep our tamariki safe while using devices at home.

1.Talk Regularly , Encourage open conversations about what your child does online. Ask them 
    about their favourite apps, games, and websites.

    2. Set Clear Boundaries , Establish screen time limits and agree on which sites and apps are
    appropriate. Consistency helps children understand expectations.

     3. Use Parental Controls , Explore the built-in safety settings on devices, apps, and internet
     browsers to filter content and manage usage.

    4. Keep Devices in Shared Spaces , Encourage children to use devices in communal areas of
    the home rather than alone in their bedrooms.



Resignation

Rachael Robertson has resigned from her position as Deputy Principal at Matarau School.
Rachael is currently on leave and is working with Canterbury University as a Better Start Literacy
Senior Educator.

Rachael has been part of the Matarau School whānau for 24 years and has had an incredibly
positive impact on our community. She is highly respected and has played a significant role in
shaping the reputation that Matarau School enjoys today.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and congratulate Rachael for her years of
dedicated service, her commitment to our learners, and the lasting contribution she has made
to our school.

We are grateful that we will still be working closely with Rachael, as she will continue to support
us in implementing our structured literacy approach. We will also celebrate Rachael and her
achievements in an assembly later in Term 4.

5. Teach Critical Thinking , Help children recognise unsafe or inappropriate content and
understand how to respond if they encounter it.

6. Model Good Online Habits , Children learn from adults. Show responsible use of devices and
respectful communication online.

7. Know Their Friends Online , Check who your child interacts with on games and social media
and ensure they only connect with people they know in real life.

8. Report and Block , Show your child how to block or report inappropriate content or behaviour
safely.

9. Stay Informed , Technology and trends change quickly. Regularly update your knowledge
about the apps, games, and platforms your child uses.

10. Encourage Balance , Promote offline activities such as sport, arts, and time with whānau to
maintain a healthy balance with screen time.

Health and Safety 

I want to provide an update on a range of current and upcoming health and safety matters
around our school. As you may have noticed, there is a lot happening across the site at present,
and I appreciate your patience and understanding as we continue to improve our facilities for
our tamariki.



Building Projects

We are currently progressing through a number of building projects, including roofing upgrades,
painting, water system upgrades, and new cladding.
You may have noticed the additional fencing that has been set up on the field. This fencing
allows vehicles safe access to and from Block 13 as work is completed. It has been installed to
ensure that our tamariki are kept safely away from any vehicle movement in these areas. The
fencing will be adjusted for our Calf Club Day on Friday 24 October.

Hall Upgrade

Our hall refurbishment is well underway. The external painting is looking fantastic, and we
expect the scaffolding to remain in place for another week.
During the summer holidays, further internal work will be completed, including toilet upgrades,
new ceiling tiles, and Autex wall linings. I’m sure you will agree that the refreshed paintwork has
already made a noticeable improvement to this much-used space.

Pick-Up

With additional contractor vehicles on site and further drainage work planned for the lower
field, I ask that parents collecting students after 3:15 p.m. use the top car park.
To minimise health and safety risks, any students remaining on site after 3:15 p.m. will be asked
to wait in the library. This will make it easier for families to collect their children safely and
efficiently from the top car park.

Sun Safety

As we move into the warmer months, a reminder that students are required to wear a hat that
shades the face, neck, and ears whenever they are outdoors during school hours, including
interval and lunch breaks, P.E., sports days, and EOTC activities.

Students without a hat will be asked to remain in a designated shaded area or, where possible,
inside during break times.

We have one standard school hat that all students are expected to wear. Bringing a hat from
home is not an option. Please note that you have one week’s grace to purchase a new hat if
required. These can be purchased at the school office for $15 new or $5 second-hand.

We also encourage the use of broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen (SPF30 or higher). The
school provides sunscreen for students to apply themselves if they wish. However, students
with sensitive skin or allergies are welcome and encouraged to bring their own sunscreen from
home.



Ngā mihi

Tom Clarkson
Principal / Tumuaki

Teacher Strike Day

School will be closed on Thursday 23 October, as the majority of our staff will be involved in
strike action. We are not able to open for instruction on this day.

Ngā mihi nui for your ongoing support as we continue to make Matarau School a safe and
vibrant environment for all.

Input to year 7 placement decisions (Cambridge)

Cambridge Pathway decisions will be made some time in week 6 and 7. Parents of year 6
students, who would like to have input into these decisions, will shortly be invited to make an
appointment with Mrs Donaldson. We anticipate these discussions will take around 15 minutes
per child. If you would like the opportunity to have input into placement decisions, please let
Katie know. kdonaldson@matarau.school.nz       
We will confirm appointment times in week 5



MONDAY 13 OCTOBER                     ASSEMBLY 9:30AM

THURSDAY 16 OCTOBER                 SAVE YOUR TEDDY DAY / JUNIORS

FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER                        KAPA HAKA FESTIVAL @ HURUPAKI

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER                SCHOOL CLOSED DUE TO STRIKE

FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER                       CALF CLUB DAY / BOOK FAIR

MONDAY 27 OCTOBER                    LABOUR DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

TUESDAY 28 OCTOBER                    PSG MEETING 6.30PM @ STAFFROOM

WEDNESDAY 5 NOVEMBER            POROTI ATHLETICS DAY

SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER                     PSG WORK BEE STARTS 9:30AM

TUESDAY 11 NOVEMBER                  BOT MEETING 6PM

WEDNESDAY 19 NOVEMBER           WPSSA ATHLETICS YEAR 7 & 8

WEDNESDAY 10 DECEMBER           BOT MEETING 6PM

WEDNESDAY 26 NOVEMBER          WPSSA ATHLETICS YEAR 5 & 6

THURSDAY 4 DECEMBER                 JUNIOR PRODUCTION

MONDAY 8 DECEMBER                    PRIZEGIVING

FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER                      SCHOOL ATHLETICS

 LAST DAY OF THE YEAR IS MONDAY 15  DECEMBERTH

    FIRST DAY BACK TO SCHOOL 2 FEBRUARY 2026

IMPORTANT   DATES IMPORTANT   DATES 



Calendar Art

The students have been busy creating artwork that can be made into
affordable Calendars, Cards, Diaries, Mouse Mats, and Sketch Pads. Each
product is made from your own child's art. These make unique Christmas
gifts for family and friends and are perfect for posting overseas. 

Follow these instructions to place your order online: 

1. Go to www.kidsartworks.com
2. Use the Entrance Code: KZ654 (for Matarau School)
3. Enter your child's room & name when prompted
Payment can be made over the website via credit card or
account2account.

Repeat order is open until 20  of Octoberth

Work Bee - PSG  Sunday 9 November from 9:30am

We're inviting all parents to roll up their sleeves and join us for a
School Work Bee on Sunday, November 9th!

We'll be tackling various tasks around the school, mainly  tidying
gardens, to ensure our environment is looking its best for the rest of
the year.

The work kicks off at 9:30 am and we'll keep going until the jobs are
done. Your help, even for an hour, would be hugely appreciated!

To fuel your hard work, we'll have food and refreshments provided
throughout the day.
Come along, meet other parents, and make a tangible difference in our
school community! Please let us know if you can make it by replying to
matarau.psg@gmail.com



Have Your Contact or Residential Details Changed?

If your contact details or home address have recently changed, please let the
office know as soon as possible.
In particular, if your whānau previously lived outside our zone and have since
moved into it, we’d really appreciate being updated. Students who reside
within our enrolment zone attract additional funding, which directly supports
improved resources and opportunities for all learners.
If your child was initially balloted into the school but you are now living in-
zone, please get in touch with us next week.

Art Scholarship

Still not too late to express interest. If your child is on board, please connect
with their class teacher to discuss how they can support, and what current (or
previous) artwork might be added to portfolios.

Soon-to-be 5-year-olds, we may not know about

If you have moved into zone, or know someone who has moved into zone, and
you / they have a soon to be 5 year old (i.e. turning 5 before the end of the
year), and the school has not been advised of this, please let us know next
week. This information is important for us if we are to plan for optimal numbers
in our junior rooms. Thank you.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is on Monday, Wednesday, and

Friday mornings 
from 8:15 am til 8:45 am. Come and join us 

for first, second, or third breakfast in the hall.



Health and Safety

To ensure the safety and well-being of our students, we kindly remind parents and
guardians that children should not be dropped off at school before 8:00 a.m., as
staff supervision cannot be guaranteed prior to this time. Adhering to this guideline
is essential for the safety of all students. Furthermore, we request that all children
be picked up by 3:30 p.m., unless they are utilising the last bus service.

           For information regarding our bus routes and schedules, please visit our
website at    www.wntng.easybus.nz

We greatly appreciate your cooperation in fostering a safe and organised
environment for our school community.

School Trophies

If your child received a trophy at last year’s prize giving,
please return it to school. asap. 

Home Garden

Garden Diaries are sent home by the end of the
term with children who have indicated they are
participating. Over the holidays we suggest that 
… gardens are dug over and composted 

… all seeds are planted

... seedlings in after Labour Weekend

 … pest control measures are in place

Any questions don’t hesitate to connect with
Rachael Burgin rburgin@matarau.school.nz
 



The PSG is looking for volunteers to help out
on Calf Club Day  with supervising  games

please contact Sarah Frazer
sfrazer@matarau.school.nz



To our
Sponsors

BASKETBALL COACHINGBASKETBALL COACHING  BASKETBALL COACHING 
Session are taking place during Lunch

time this term.

For more information, please contact
Tom via email

principal@matarau.school.nz



Welcome to our new families



FRIDAY 24th
FRIDAY 24th



Guitar lessons
Vangie has places available for guitar lessons. If
you are interested for your child to learn to play

the guitar or want to know more, 
please contact 021 1883251 or
email killalea@outlook.com /

char_b1bis@yahoo.co.uk



If you have a concern about your child's language development, learning progress, social
and emotional wellbeing, or behaviour, Te Manawa Tahi have specialists available so you

can discuss your concerns directly with them.
This is a free service and each site will be identified by a Te Manawa Tahi sign or flag. Drop

into a hub or make an appointment by phoning 0800 524 842 or emailing
TT.Support@education.govt.nz.






